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Fall is one of my favorite seasons.  Besides see-

ing all the beautiful fall colors on the trees and 

bushes, which remind me of our amazingly crea-

tive God, I also enjoy seeing the spiritual fruit 

that is harvested through our challenge course.  

Since September 1, we have had the opportunity 

to share a testimony or a full gospel presenta-

tion with 317 people at our challenge course. 

Out of those people, we know of 71 people 

who indicated a decision to begin a personal 

relationship with Christ! Yahoo! Glory to God!  

One of my favorite groups was the Rio Grande 

University women’s softball team. When I inter-

viewed the coach prior to their team coming to 

the course, she told me 

that her team was 

comprised of ten fresh-

men and nine juniors 

and seniors. Therefore, 

many of them did not 

know each other very 

well. Her goals for the 

day were for the ath-

letes to grow in their 

relationships with one 

another as well as in their trust and communica-

tion. 

After their 

four hours 

on the 

c o u r s e , 

one of our 

AIA staff 

members, 

Amy, told 

the ath-

letes about 

how God had met her in the midst of some dif-

ficult experiences during her college softball 

years. Her story was so powerful. I wish you 

could have seen the looks on the faces of the 

athletes as Amy spoke. It was evident that many 

of them 

were truly 

connecting 

with Amy’s 

story. One 

of them 

even had 

tears in her 

eyes. 

One of the truths that Amy emphasized was that 

there is nothing they could ever do to make 

God love them less and there is nothing they 

could ever do to make God love them more. 

This message is critical for college athletes, who 

are used to trying to 

earn the favor of oth-

ers, including God.  

At the end of her sto-

ry, Amy led the team 

in a prayer inviting 

any of the athletes 

who desired to place 

their faith in Christ to 

pray along with her. 

Upon looking at their 

comment cards, we learned that ten out of the 

nineteen athletes on this team began a relation-

ship with God that day. 

We have been in contact with an affiliate AIA 

staff member in the Rio Grande area who is try-

ing to follow up with these athletes to help 

them take the next step in their relationship with 

God. I love 

seeing how 

God can use 

the challenge 

course to 

begin a move-

ment in the 

lives of col-

lege students. 
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Praises 

 317 people have heard a testimony or 

gospel message through our challenge 

course in September & October 

 Seventy-one people indicated a decision 

to place their faith in Christ through our 

challenge course in September & October 

 Ed’s healing and rehab for his shoulder & 

ribs is going very well, he is about 95% 

back to normal 

 We celebrated our 4th wedding anniver-

sary last month and are grateful for the 

ways God has blessed our marriage. 

Prayer Requests 

 Debbie’s department is going through 

some transitions and is seeking a new di-

rector. Please pray that God will raise up 

the right person to lead the sports com-

plex and retreat center to a new level of 

effective ministry.  

 Debbie is currently working on planning 

some ministry strategies to be used with 

groups we are recruiting to use our retreat 

facilities and sports complex. Pray for wis-

dom as she prepares outlines for talks and 

other strategies. 

 Continued wisdom and favor for Ed in his 

role with AIA. 

 Continued healing for Ed’s ribs and shoul-

der 

 We have submitted our application to 

begin the adoption process through Cath-

olic Social Services in Dayton. We are cur-

rently on a waiting list to begin our home 

study. Pray that we move up the list 

quickly and for God to provide a baby for 

us within the next year. 

 Comfort and peace for our families and 

friends who have recently lost loved ones 

From The Heart (by Debbie)  

     As I look back over the fall season, I am filled with gratefulness to 
the Lord for providing in so many ways. I was so excited to see Him 
working in the lives of people who came to use our challenge course. 
But, I also could see Him sustaining me through a heavy time for me 

emotionally.  

     Over those two months, I lost my Aunt Ada to cancer.  Ed’s 26 year 
old nephew suddenly passed away from a brain tumor. I learned of the 
death of one of our ministry partners. A good friend of ours lost his dad 
to lung disease . And someone else that is close to us was going through 
a difficult time in their family. In those days when my heart was heavy 
for each of these families, I found myself turning to Jesus for strength 

and wisdom to know how to encourage them.  

     For several days in a row, I found myself listening to the song, 
“Lord, I Need You” by Chris Tomlin. Often I was in my car singing this 
song at the top of my lungs as a prayer to the Lord. I am grateful that 
the Lord provides grace, strength and comfort to help us in our time of 
need. I also appreciate how hard times can drive us to deeper intimacy 

with and dependence upon our loving Father! 

     Ed and I want you to know how grateful we are that God has 
called you to partner with us in fulfilling the Great Commission. Thank 
you for your prayers and support which enable us to follow the call 
God has placed on our lives. We are thankful for you! We hope you 

have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
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  United Through Tragedy (by Ed)   

With better eyes and ears we will sense how God has worked to re-

deem even our most tragic experiences.” – Dan Allender 

     How could I have known 23 years ago that the most horrible day 
of my life would be the very thing God would use to open the door of 
reconciliation between my brother and I. Last month my brother and 
his wife lost their 26 year old son (the youngest of three). No one 
saw it coming, just as I didn’t on that awful day 23 years ago when 

I lost my infant son; now we share a bond I wish we did not.  

     The sudden unexpected loss has left them feeling empty. People 
try as best as they can to comfort you, but there really are no words 
that can ease the grief. For me it was only in Christ that I eventually 
found some sense of peace, and purpose for my loss. My nephew and 
I were not very close, so I will miss not having the chance for that to 
change. My brother and his wife will and are grieving the lost hopes 

and dreams of a life time with him. 

     My faith in Christ is not shared by some on both sides of the fam-
ily. Please pray with me that doors will be opened to talk about who 
Jesus is and how they can know Him and the peace I have found in 

Him, and that passed woundedness will be healed.  


